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Recommendation to the decision maker 

1. Recommends to Cabinet the changes to the eligibility criteria for the Small Grants 
Scheme of the SK Community Fund. 
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1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 South Kesteven District Council recognises the huge contribution that the Voluntary and 

Community Sector (VCS) has made to lives of residents over many years which has been 

brought into sharp focus during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Corporate Plan (2020-2023) 

has a vision for South Kesteven for the Council to develop the immense goodwill and 

community spirit that already exists so that communities thrive.  

1.2 The Council has a strong record in supporting the VCS by helping to enable communities 

to be more self-sufficient.   This continues to be a key priority for the Council and helping 

the VCS to grow and thrive is central to achieving this.  The Small Grant Scheme was 

launched in 2017, two years after the development of the SK Community Fund. 

1.3 The Small Grant Scheme was created following feedback from small and newly-formed 

voluntary and community groups who required small yet, to them, significant amounts of 

funding to carry out projects or help with the set up costs of their group.  

1.4 The SK Community Projects and Events Fund was considered too onerous and much of the 

documentation required to apply for larger amounts was not in place or required by small 

groups. 

1.5 Unlike the Community Projects or Community Events grants, through which groups can 

apply for up to 80% of their project costs to a maximum of £5,000, the Small Grants Scheme 

offers up to 100% of project costs to a maximum of £2,000. 

1.6 When this Scheme was developed, nothing was written into the criteria to restrict who could 

apply for funding (beyond the agreed restriction that applications must be from constituted 

groups with a dedicated bank account). This approach enabled groups and organisations 

of all sizes and means, to apply to the Scheme when the intended purpose was to support 

only small and newly-formed groups. 

1.7 In recent rounds of funding there has been an increasing number of applications to the Small 

Grants Scheme from groups and organisations that have substantial amounts of existing 

resources (as evidenced through the requirement to provide a current bank statement when 

making and application) at their disposal.  

1.8 Whilst accepting that some of the existing resources held by groups will be restricted, based 

on the terms under which grant funding from other sources was received, it would be within 

their means to contribute the required 20% supporting funding (10% of this contribution can 

be in-kind).  

1.9 This report seeks support to recommend to Cabinet an amendment to the criteria to make 

groups that hold financial resources of  £10,000 and above ineligible to apply to the Small 

Grants Scheme.  These groups remain eligible to apply for project or event funding to the 

SK Community Fund. 

1.10 In response to the withdrawal of the Ward Member Grant Scheme for 2022/23, support is 

also requested to lower the minimum grant allowed within the Small Grants Scheme from 

£500 to £200. It is hoped that this approach will encourage applications from those who 

would previously have sought funding through their Ward Councillor. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny 

2.1 Officers consulted with the Panel of elected Members which meets to determine awards 

given by the Council through the SK Community Fund.  The Panel was supportive of the 

proposed changes outlined in the preceding paragraphs. 

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 The existing criteria could remain. However this option was discounted as this 

disadvantages small and newly-formed groups. 

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 As detailed under section one of this report, the preferred option is to both amend the 

eligibility criteria and to lower the minimum grant permitted of the Small Grants Scheme.   

5 Reasons for the Recommendation  

5.1 To improve the criteria of the Small Grants Scheme by preventing groups who have means 

to contribute to the cost of their project.  Instead opening opportunities for those who require 

small amounts of funding to realise their community project or activity, for whom the grant 

award is the difference between proceeding or not. 

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

6.1 If Members of Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee recommend the 

suggested changes to the criteria of the Small Grants Scheme, Cabinet will be asked to 

approve the changes to the SK Community Fund for implementation in Round 26.  

7 Financial Implications  

7.1 The proposed changes do not have any specific financial implication but can ensure the 

finite budget is targeted at those applications that demonstrate limited ability to access 

funding through other means. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Chief Finance Officer  

8 Legal and Governance Implications  

8.1 There are no specific legal or governance implications arising from this report. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Graham Watts, Assistant Director of Governance 

and Deputy Monitoring Officer 

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

9.1 The SK Community Fund remains open to applications from constituted voluntary and 

community groups.  The process is equitable and awards from the Fund are determined on 

set criteria that are applied by an awarding panel of Elected Members. 

10 Risk and Mitigation 

10.1 The risk is the impact of the SK Community Fund diminishing.  Amending the eligibility 

criteria, mitigates against this occurring.  

11 Community Safety Implications  

11.1 None 



 

 
 

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

12.1 Not applicable to this report 

13 Other Implications (where significant)  

13.1 None 

14 Background Papers 

14.1 Community Fund Grant Scheme – Progress Report.  Communities and Wellbeing 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 5th September 2017 

15 Appendices 

15.1 None 

 

 

Report Timeline:  Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required) 

N/A 

Previously Considered by:  N/A 

Final Decision date   31 May 2022 
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